Transient transfection assay of cell death genes.
In conclusion, transient transfection is an efficient and powerful method to determine quickly whether a gene has a detrimental effect on cell survival. We have described a variety of assay systems from which to choose. Each system has its own advantages and disadvantages. It is important to back up any experimental conclusion with more than one type of assay if possible. In addition, one must consider the fact that transient transfection can often achieve artificially high levels of a protein product that may be unrealistic in vivo. High levels of certain proteins may have an adverse effect on cell survival even when they have nothing to do with apoptosis in vivo. Thus, we must emphasize here that a transient transfection assay is just the first test to determine the function of a gene.